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Welcome to the
54th Cape Cod Writers Center Conference

August 4-7, 2016
THE RESORT AND CONFERENCE CENTER AT HYANNIS

Tweet. Text. Blog. Email. These words represent important tools for contemporary writers
to present and promote their work. It’s no secret that today’s technology has changed
how we read, write and promote literature yet fifty-four years ago when the Cape Cod
Writers Center was founded, these words were not even invented.

Nevertheless, the essence of good writing transcends time, trends and technologies.
The ingredients? An intriguing subject or storyline. Vivid characters. Memorable images.
Well-crafted sentences. Themes that resonate, regardless of genre or format.

These are the literary elements which the Cape Cod Writers Center strives to help you
achieve during our 2016 conference.

As you read through this brochure you’ll find courses and workshops designed to help you
reach those goals, explore new literary avenues and learn how to promote your work.

Special this year! Sign up for an Agent Quick Query conference which begins on
Thursday, at 6:45 p.m., immediately after our formal welcome and faculty introductions.
This session enables you to present a written or verbal query to an agent and receive
immediate feedback that evening.

Student and faculty readings will take place on both Friday and Saturday evenings,
August 5 and 6. In lieu of an evening banquet, you are invited to attend a luncheon on
Saturday, August 6th. The keynote speaker for the luncheon is Peter B. Abrahams, the
Edgar-award winning author of thirty-five novels and one of “the best writers of psycho-
logical fiction around.” (NPR, Laura Miller)

Speaking of role models, this year’s faculty are among the most outstanding instructors
to date. We have brought together a talented pool of authors, agents, poets, playwrights
and social media experts who are dedicated to helping you bring your literary and
promotional skills to the next level. For more information about our distinguished faculty,
please refer to their bios on pages 12-15 in this brochure. Another highlight of the
conference are the mentoring sessions offered by our agents and faculty members.
Instructions for a professional critique of your work appears on page 14.

Of course, an added bonus is the opportunity to enjoy Cape Cod in August, whose
spacious beaches and charming towns make it one of America’s most famous summer travel
destinations. So remember to pack your swim suits along with your laptop and flash drive.
We look forward to seeing you at the 2016 Cape Cod Writers Center Conference!

Nancy Rubin Stuart, Executive Director
Cape Cod Writers Center 
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Today at the Cape Cod Writers Center
Fifty four years ago, Marion Rawson Vuilleumier founded the Cape Cod Writers Center.
Since its creation in 1963, the Center has grown from a regional writing retreat into a
nationally recognized literary organization. While best known for its annual summer
conference, the center hosts a lively set of programs throughout the year, ranging from
monthly meetings to craft-based workshops, critique groups, author talks and seminars.

Our Programs Include: 

Writers Critique Groups: Genre-specific groups that meet either
monthly or bi-weekly to offer feedback and constructive criticism on
works-in-progress.

Writers Night Out: These fun, informal meetings are open to
members and nonmembers for networking, mini-workshops, read-
ings, and craft sessions led by literary and social media experts.

Pathways to Publication: Prominent authors, editors and social media
experts conduct these weekend seminars to help members improve their lit-
erary, research and promotional skills.

Young Writers Programs: Taught by professional authors, this
low-cost week-long summer program offers students ages 12-18 the
opportunity to receive individualized instruction in fiction, nonfiction
and poetry.

Tomorrow’s Writers Today (TWT):
Offered to Cape Cod students ages 12-18
several times throughout the academic
year, the program's author instructors work
with students to improve their skills in fiction
and nonfiction writing.

Books and the World: This bi-weekly event showcases local authors and their works in
half-hour interviews aired on a community television network.

Breakfast with the Authors: A continental breakfast, talks by three acclaimed
authors, a question and answer session, and a book sale and signing make this one of the
Center’s most popular programs.



Registration: 
Those who have registered for the 2016 Cape Cod Writers Center Conference may
pick up their conference packets at the Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis,
35 Scudder Avenue, Hyannis, MA from 2:00-4:30 p.m. on Thursday afternoon.
Those unable to attend on Thursday should visit the registration desk from 8:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. during the conference, before their first class.

Opening Reception:
Thursday Afternoon August 4
Registrants are invited to attend a welcoming reception
Thursday afternoon from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. at the Resort and
Conference Center at Hyannis.

Welcome and Faculty Introductions:
Thursday Evening 5:45 to 6:30 p.m.
Immediately after our Opening Reception, you are invited
to attend the Cape Cod Writers Center formal welcome and
introduction of the faculty. 

Conference Bookstore:
The Conference Bookstore is located near the
registration desk and sells books by faculty
and Cape Cod Writers Center members. This
is a wonderful opportunity to support local
authors and/or find the perfect summer read.

Conference Scholarships Available:
A limited number of scholarships are offered. Among them are the Marion R.
Vuilleumier Scholarship and the Kevin V. Symmons Scholarship for Second Career
Writers. Please submit a letter by June 17 stating financial need, along with a
ten-page double-spaced writing sample as an email attachment (Word or RTF
format only, please) to writers@capecodwriterscenter.org. Your email should
also indicate the conference courses you are interested in taking. Requests will
be reviewed with notification by July 12. Scholarships will be linked to volunteer
service at the Conference and applied to course fees.

Conference Information
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Peter Abrahams is the Edgar-award winning author of thirty-five novels. Named by
Stephen King as his “favorite American suspense novelist,” Abrahams is a writer of
great range, his work including boundary-pushing crime novels such as Oblivion and
End of Story as well as the laugh-out-loud dog-narrated and New York Times bestselling
Chet and Bernie series (written under his pen name, Spencer Quinn). On NPR’s Talk
of the Nation, Laura Miller called him “the best writer of psychological fiction around.”

His novel The Fan was made into a movie starring Robert De Niro. He also writes for
younger readers. Down the Rabbit Hole, first book in the middle-grade Echo Falls
series, won the Agatha award, and Woof, first in the ongoing Bowser and Birdie
series, was a New York Times bestseller. Abrahams was born in Boston, graduated
from Williams College (just barely), and lives on Cape Cod.  www.spencequinn.com.

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION:

Keynote Lunch with Peter Abrahams
Saturday, August 6, 11:45 to 1:00 p.m.

Keynote Speaker
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Cape Cod Writers Center Board of Directors
Patricia Leaver, President

Jim Hill, Vice President Barbara Eppich Struna, Vice President
John Stobierski, Secretary Hugh Blair-Smith, Treasurer

Directors: Ray Anderson, Holly Brockman-Johnson,
Madeline Holt, Richard Rahmlow, Susan Trausch

 



Schedule • The Cape Cod Writers Conference

8:30-10 am 10:15-11:45 am 11:45 am-12:45 pm

Informal
Discussion

KEYNOTE
LUNCH
with

Peter Abrahams
(11:45-1:00)

Informal
Discussion
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Creating Compelling Voice
Jacqueline Kolosov

Short Stories
Jonathan Papernick

Sports Writing
Leigh Montville

Promotion on Social Media
Leslie Fishlock

Writing for Change
Phoebe Baker Hyde

Plotting Your Story
Ron MacLean

Creating Compelling Voice
Jacqueline Kolosov

Short Stories
Jonathan Papernick

Sports Writing
Leigh Montville

Promotion on Social Media
Leslie Fishlock

Writing for Change
Phoebe Baker Hyde

Plotting Your Story
Ron MacLean

Creating Compelling Voice
Jacqueline Kolosov

Short Stories
Jonathan Papernick

Sports Writing
Leigh Montville

Promotion on Social Media
Leslie Fishlock

Writing for Change
Phoebe Baker Hyde

Plotting Your Story
Ron MacLean

Young Adult
Jacqueline Kolosov

Recharge Your Creativity
Olivia Miller

Memoir
Mindy Lewis

Narrative Tension
Jonathan Papernick

Scriptwriting
Barbara Blatner

Writing Fiction with the Masters
Adam Sexton

Young Adult
Jacqueline Kolosov

Recharge Your Creativity
Olivia Miller

Memoir
Mindy Lewis

Narrative Tension
Jonathan Papernick

Scriptwriting
Barbara Blatner

Writing Fiction with the Masters
Adam Sexton

Young Adult
Jacqueline Kolosov

Recharge Your Creativity
Olivia Miller

Memoir
Mindy Lewis

Narrative Tension
Jonathan Papernick

Scriptwriting
Barbara Blatner

Writing Fiction with the Masters
Adam Sexton



3:00-4:30 4:45-6:15 Evening

The Art of the Sentence
William Wenthe

Characterization
Michael Carr 

Flash Fiction
Jonathan Papernick

Picture Book Writing
Lauren Mills

Your Book’s First Page
Kimiko Nakamura

Get Your Script Produced
Barbara Blatner

The Art of the Sentence
William Wenthe

Characterization
Michael Carr 

Flash Fiction
Jonathan Papernick

Picture Book Writing
Lauren Mills

Laughter/Stress Reduction
Olivia Miller

Using Magical Characters
Cynthia Gunadi
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Young
Writers

Workshop
Reading

(5:30-6:45)

Participant
Readings

(8:00-10:00)

Color guide:
Three-Day Courses
Two-Day Courses
One-Day Courses

Please note that the schedule
may be subject to change

between the printing date for this
brochure and the conference

due to unforeseen circumstances.
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1:15-2:45 pm

Chapter Book Writing
Lauren Mills

Primer on Social Media
Leslie Fishlock

Poetry
William Wenthe

Dialogue
Barbara Blatner

Creative Nonfiction 
Mindy Lewis

Pitches and Queries
Orenstein/Boutillier/Paquette 

Chapter Book Writing
Lauren Mills

Primer on Social Media
Leslie Fishlock

Poetry
William Wenthe

Dialogue
Barbara Blatner

Creative Nonfiction 
Mindy Lewis

Pitches and Queries
Orenstein/Boutillier/Paquette

Chapter Book Writing
Lauren Mills

Primer on Social Media
Leslie Fishlock

Poetry
William Wenthe

Dialogue
Barbara Blatner

Omniscient Narrator
Phoebe Baker Hyde

Thrillers and Mystery
Ron MacLean

Nonfiction
Deborah Swiss

Graphic Novels
John Walsh

Humor
Colin McEnroe

Point of View
Adam Sexton

Omniscient Narrator
Phoebe Baker Hyde

Thrillers and Mystery
Ron MacLean

Nonfiction
Deborah Swiss

Graphic Novels
John Walsh

Humor
Colin McEnroe

Point of View
Adam Sexton

Omniscient Narrator
Phoebe Baker Hyde

Thrillers and Mystery
Ron MacLean

Nonfiction
Deborah Swiss

Graphic Novels
John Walsh

Humor
Colin McEnroe

Point of View
Adam Sexton



Course Descriptions
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THREE–DAY COURSES: 
Omniscient Narrator  Phoebe Baker Hyde Fri.-Sun. 1:15-2:45 p.m. 
A great story has a great teller, whether it’s an author, an involved character,
or a voice that speaks from somewhere between. We’ll investigate storytellers from
across world traditions, examine and experiment with different narrative points-
of-view, and trace the evolution of literary omniscience, all with the goal of finding
the best narrator for our own stories. Good for fiction and non-fiction writers.

Breathing Life into Nonfiction Deborah Swiss Fri.-Sun. 1:15-2:45 p.m. 
What enables nonfiction to read like a novel? For both books and articles, learn creative
strategies to capture sensory experience, navigate the bridge from research to story, and
inject drama and details that are fresh, accurate, and compelling. How can we use
rejection to our advantage? Discover tone, voice and the narrative arc that will
captivate readers and showcase your personal style.

Contemporary Young Adult Fiction Jacqueline Kolosov Fri.-Sun. 10:15-11:45 a.m. 
Although YA authors primarily aim their novels at teens, adults continue to read
these books for their voice-driven narratives and timely issues as well as finding a
place in this volatile, ever-changing world. In this workshop, we will focus on the
facets of a successful YA novel. The sessions will include craft discussions and brief
assignments centered on character development, dialogue, voice, beginnings, plotting,
and strategies for revision. Participants will ideally emerge with a starting point for
finding the most powerful way to tell their YA story.

Crafting Compelling Voice in Fiction & Memoir  Jacqueline Kolosov
Fri.-Sun. 8:30-10 a.m. 

If you like and trust the person telling the story—the voice as opposed to the
author—you’re likely to follow that voice through the narrative. In this workshop
we will look at examples from both fiction and memoir to understand how to craft
a compelling voice. Each day will also include a generative exercise. You may have
a work-in-progress or a new idea that starts from scratch.

Digging into Structure Ron MacLean Fri.-Sun. 8:30-10 a.m. 
Structure is a key narrative element that is rarely taught in writing class. We will
begin with a short history of story structure (from Aristotle to postmodernism in
30 minutes), then dive into some key components to both plot-driven and alter-
native structures – such as lines of motion and the unity of opposites. You’ll leave
with concrete strategies and specific tools you can apply to your work.

Humor Writing Colin McEnroe Fri.-Sun. 1:15-2:45 p.m.
“There are several kinds of stories, but only one difficult kind--the humorous,” so said
Mark Twain. While humor is difficult to write, there are methods to creating it. In
this workshop we’ll look at the work of skilled humorists from James Thurber to Ron
Carlson, examine your own work and find ways to make it funnier.

It’s No Mystery – Keep Those Pages Turning! Ron MacLean Fri.-Sun. 1:15-2:45 p.m.
The most important task for any mystery or thriller is to build and maintain
suspense, within and between chapters as well as over the course of the book. In
this class, we’ll examine how to effectively create and build suspense – knowing
what moments to choose, and how to put pressure on your protagonist in those
moments.
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Memoir Mindy Lewis                            Fri.-Sun. 10:15-11:45 a.m. 
Every life has stories worth writing, but the challenge is developing thematic threads that
endow the writing with emotional resonance. Inspired by writing prompts and discussion,
we shape our stories and hone the tools of strong writing: distinctive voice, precise lan-
guage, evocative imagery, vivid description, and dramatic scene and dialogue.

Narrative Tension in Fiction Jonathan Papernick                    Fri.-Sun. 10:15-11:45 a.m. 
Writing fiction is about much more than putting down beautiful words on the page.
Narrative tension is essential to any fiction to keep the reader engaged and turning pages.
Through readings of published fiction and in-class exercises, this workshop explores how
writers create tension in their work that makes readers’ hearts pound with anticipation.

The Poem’s Voice William Wenthe Fri.-Sun. 3-4:30 p.m.
A well-made poem speaks to us, even upon repeated readings, as if for the first time. This
course explores the specific, concrete techniques behind the ineffable quality of the poem’s
voice: to move the poem from a statement to an event, from knowledge to wonder, from
a preconception to a discovery.

Point of View Made Easy Adam Sexton Fri.-Sun. 1:15-2:45 p.m.
What’s the best point-of-view strategy to use when writing a particular story, novella,
or novel – first person central, or third omniscient? Second person (“you”) – or even
first person plural (“we”)? This course breaks down the complicated, challenging
topic of POV in fiction, employing short lectures and in-class exercises to turn POV
from an obligation into an opportunity.

Recharge Your Creativity Sparkplugs Olivia Miller Fri.-Sun. 10:15-11:45 a.m. 
Could you use a creativity jumpstart? Then this workshop is for you. We’ll identify
common roadblocks – external and internal – and use interactive discussions, hands-on
techniques, and group brainstorming exercises to overcome them, help you focus, and
turn your ideas into reality. Olivia provides information and inspiration designed to
get your creative juices flowing.

Scriptwriting Barbara Blatner                            Fri.-Sun. 10:15-11:45 a.m. 
Those writing for performance must produce clear, compelling “blueprint” scripts for
collaborators to work with. In this workshop, you will practice basics of scriptwriting:
telling a story with dialogue and stage directions; structuring “beats,” “reversals,”
and high stakes into a scene; and creating believable characters and powerful subtext.

Short Stories Jonathan Papernick Fri.-Sun. 8:30-10 a.m.
Short stories tell a complete story about a fully-realized world in as small a space as pos-
sible. This course will focus on published fiction and in-class exercises to explore how to
best begin a compelling narrative and how to use techniques such as a narrative sum-
mary and compressed dialog to tell a story in the most economic manner possible.

Social Media Marketing Strategy Leslie Fishlock Fri.-Sun. 8:30-10 a.m. 
Developing a social media marketing strategy isn't hard, but it does take commit-
ment. Come learn the latest in advanced digital promotion including social selling &
ads, promoted posts, engagement, best practices, scheduling, best times to post, content,
user demographics, analytics, new tools, and bad habits to avoid. Bring your lap-
tops/tablets so we can hone in on your questions in class.

Social Media Primer for Writers Leslie Fishlock Fri.-Sun. 3-4:30 p.m.
Ready to dip your toes into the sea of social media? This workshop is perfect for you!
This is a social media primer workshop for beginners who want to know the basics of
getting started, what platforms might be best for you, and how to manage them. We
will be focusing mostly on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Pinterest.

Course Descriptions



Course Descriptions
Sports Writing 101 Leigh Montville                           Fri.-Sun. 8:30-10 a.m.
We will take a look backward at the colorful history of sports writing and forward to
this evolving age of the blog where everyone knows the scores, the statistics and the
personal peccadillos of his or her heroes. Where does the sportswriter fit now? How
does he/she operate? Can he/she still make a dollar? Let’s talk.

Storybooks and Chapter Books Lauren Mills Fri.-Sun. 3-4:30 p.m.
In this ever changing field of children's books, the gap between novels and picture
books has widened to allow for more middle grade storybooks and chapter books of
varying length, formats and subject matter. We will work on compelling characters,
plots, conversation and opening chapters for these expanding approaches to storytelling.

Writing Dialogue Barbara Blatner Fri.-Sun. 3-4:30 p.m.
How do you make “real” people speak in your writing, find the “sound” of a voice on
the page?  In this workshop, through listening exercises and by writing texts in
several genres, we will explore ways to tune your inner ear so that you can write
authentic, plot-driven dialogue.

Writing Fiction with the Masters Adam Sexton Fri.-Sun. 10:15-11:45 a.m. 
If you’re going to learn to write, why not learn from storytelling’s greatest prac-
titioners? In this course, based on the instructor’s book Master Class in Fiction Writing,
we examine stories by James Joyce, Flannery O’Connor, and Ernest Hemingway for
lessons in structure, characterization and dialogue. Handouts are provided; exercises
allow students to try out what they’ve learned from the masters.

Writing the Graphic Novel John Walsh Fri.-Sun. 1:15-2:45 p.m.
Graphic novels are one of the hottest markets in the publishing industry. In John’s
workshop you’ll be guided through the initial stages of creating a graphic novel.
Participants will learn to write a detailed, scene-by-scene story outline, as well as
begin scripting and composing panel descriptions. This course is beneficial to artists
as well as writers.

Writing for Understanding, Writing for Change Phoebe Baker Hyde
Fri.-Sun. 8:30-10 a.m.

Some of us write to reach beyond ourselves – to unpack issues, expose injustice, or bear
witness. This may require writing outside our own class, race, nationality or gender.
We’ll discuss research, stereotypes, language, uses of humor, and cultural appropriation
as we confront one of the most pressing concerns in contemporary writing. Good for
fiction and non-fiction writers.

TWO-DAY COURSES:
The Art of the Sentence William Wenthe Fri. & Sat. 4:45-6:15 p.m.
Whether you write fiction, poetry, nonfiction or range from history to fantasy, you
must master the art of the sentence. In this course we will discover how sentences
have plot, feeling, character, and atmosphere—and music—of their own. We’ll look at
examples and conduct exercises to awaken our own sentences. This class is suitable
for any genre of writing.

Characterization and Point of View: How to Bring your Characters to Life
Michael Carr  Fri. & Sat. 4:45-6:15 p.m.
Lajos Egri said, “Living, vibrating human beings are still the secret and magic formula
of great and enduring fiction.” Learn tips and techniques that bring your heroes,
villains and secondary characters to life. Includes a short writing exercise to work-
shop on the second day of class.
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Course Descriptions
Creative Non-Fiction   Mindy Lewis                  Fri. & Sat. 3-4:30 p.m.
In this class we explore possibilities at the juncture of observation, memory, imag-
ination and reflection. Distinctive voice and inventive form are hallmarks of this
exciting genre that incorporates techniques of fiction, poetry, journalism, essay and more.
Assignments and handouts inspire new ideas and a deeper understanding of craft.

Picture Book Construction   Lauren Mills                 Fri. & Sat. 4:45-6:15 p.m.
Picture books both show and tell a story in a time-based medium of turning the page.
In this workshop writers will think visually about their stories by creating simple
storyboards and mind-mapping to help them write compelling picture books for a 32-
page format. No artistic background is needed.

Pitches and Queries Panel & Workshop Amaryah Orenstein, Ammi-Joan Paquette &
Katie Shea Boutillier Fri. & Sat. 3-4:30 p.m.
The Internet is laden with advice on how to write query letters—some good, some bad,
almost all of it conflicting. So what’s a writer to do? Ask an agent! In this course,
three experienced literary agents will offer tips on how (and how not) to pitch your
work. Participants should bring their queries to the Friday, August 5 session and
expect to either refine them or create new ones for critique on the second session,
Saturday, August 6.

Unforgettable Flash Fiction Jonathan Papernick Fri. & Sat. 4:45-6:15 p.m.
In an era of short attention spans and increasing distractibility, flash fiction has
become ever more important for readers to get that humanizing fix found in the
reading of fiction. In this course we will read published flash fiction and write our
own very short stories to determine how to create memorable worlds and charac-
ters in less than 1,000 words.

ONE-DAY COURSES:
Blending Magical and Realistic Characters Cynthia Gunadi                   Sat. 4:45-6:15 p.m.
Sometimes a little magic and strangeness allows a story to do things that straight
realism can’t achieve. In this class we’ll take a look at literary fiction that incorpo-
rates elements of the magical, the fabulous, or the absurd. How do writers sustain the
fictive dream when the extraordinary takes place? We’ll discuss craft techniques
through close readings and in-class writing exercises.

Getting Your Script Produced  Barbara Blatner  Fri. 4:45-6:15 p.m.
You’ve written a great draft of a script - what now? In this class, you will learn how
to develop your script through readings and workshops. You will also learn how to
get your piece into the marketplace to suitable actors, directors and producers, when
you feel your script is ready.

Laughter and Stress Reduction for Writers Olivia Miller Sat. 4:45-6:15 p.m.
Medical research has finally proven something we’ve known all along: Laughter is
good for us – physically, mentally and emotionally. It reduces stress and anxiety, low-
ers blood pressure, improves our health, makes us smarter…and more. Experience
the natural joy and healing power of laughter, deep breathing and feel-good stretch-
ing. Remember: We don’t laugh because we’re happy; we’re happy because we laugh!

Your Book’s First Page Kimiko Nakamura       Fri. 4:45-6:15 p.m.
Your book’s first page is perhaps its most important one. For agents, publishers, and
regular readers, it can be the make or break moment that decides if a book is worth
reading. This workshop will focus only on your manuscript’s first page. We will share
first pages and discuss what works, what doesn’t, and how to make your first page
the best it can be.



Barbara Blatner’s Years of Sky won the Columbia-Greene Playwrights Contest and
the New Works of Merit Play Contest and was produced by Scripts Up! at New York’s
59E59 Theatre. No Star Shines Sharper, published by Baker’s Plays, has repeatedly
aired on NPR stations. Other produced plays include Grassy Knoll, This Way for Gas,
Ladies and Gentleman, and Shadow Play.  www.barbarablatner.com

Leslie Fishlock is the Founder & CEO of Geek Girl, everyone’s favorite resource for
empowering women & girls in tech (and dudes!), supporting startups and making
technology easy to understand and use for everyone from ages 8 to 88. Geek Girl
accomplishes this through its highly touted and localized Geek Girl Tech Conferences in
cities across America, workshops, seminars, consulting, Help Desks, and Geek Girl for Hire.

www.leslie@geekgirlcamp.com

Cynthia Gunadi was the 2015 Ivan Gold Fiction Fellow at the Writer’s Room of
Boston and holds an MFA from The MFA Program for Writers at Warren Wilson
College. She is currently working on a collection of short stories. When she’s not
writing, she works as an architect at her own practice, Gunadi Lamere Design. 
www.gldarch.com

Phoebe Baker Hyde’s controversial memoir, The Beauty Experiment, was named a
2013 “Book of Style” by the NY Times, and her essays and fiction have appeared in
The LA Times, Salon, Confrontation, and The Wall Street Journal. She enjoys teaching
in and around Boston, including at CCWC’s own Pathways to Publication series.
www.phoebebakerhyde.com

Jacqueline Kolosov has published five novels for teens including Paris, Modigliani
& Me (Luminis Books, 2016), and A Sweet Disorder (Hyperion, 2009). Her memoir,
Motherhood and the Places Between, won the Mary Roberts Rhinehart Award and will
be published in September 2016. She co-edited Family Resemblance: An Anthology
and Exploration of 8 Hybrid Literary Genres (Rose Metal, 2015). Jacqueline serves on
the creative writing faculty at Texas Tech and is a voracious writer and reader of fiction, poetry,
nonfiction, and hybrid forms. www.jacquelinekolosovreads.com

Mindy Lewis is the author of Life Inside: A Memoir (Washington Square Press),
editor of Dirt anthology (Seal Press), and winner of New Letters 2015 Award for Best
Essay. Publications include Arts & Letters, Body & Soul, Lilith, New Letters, Poets &
Writers, and NY Times Book Review. She teaches at The Writer’s Voice in NYC.
www.mindylewis.com

Ron MacLean's novel Headlong won the 2014 Indie Book Award for Best Mystery.
His short fiction has appeared in GQ, Narrative, Fiction International, Night Train,
Other Voices, and elsewhere. He is a recipient of the Frederick Exley Award for Short
Fiction and a multiple Pushcart Prize nominee. He teaches at Grub Street in Boston. 
www.ronmaclean.net

Colin McEnroe, host of the daily WNPR show, The Colin McEnroe Show, is a
columnist and blogger for The Hartford Courant and contributor to Salon. A former
contributing editor at Mirabella, Men’s Health, Mademoiselle, and Best Life, Colin
has written three books. His work has also appeared in The McSweeney’s Joke
Book of Jokes, The Big Book of New American Humor, and Flash Fiction Funny.

wnpr.org/people/colin-mcenroe

Olivia H. Miller is a Certified Laughter Leader and author of The Yoga Deck and
The Stretch Deck, as well as six other wellness card decks. She is also the author of
Essential Yoga, a hatha yoga reference book, and editor of two screamingly funny
books, Why Don’t Woodpeckers Get Headaches? and Why Do Bluebirds Hate Me?
Olivia facilitates stress reduction and energy balancing workshops.

Faculty • The Cape Cod Writers Conference
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Lauren Mills is a children’s book author whose
award-winning works include The Rag Coat, a picture book; Fairy Wings, an original
fairytale co-illustrated with her husband, Dennis Nolan; and her 2015 middle grade
novel, Minna’s Patchwork Coat. Mills is a visiting associate professor at Hollins
University of Virginia in the MFA program in Writing and Illustrating Children’s Books.
www.laurenmillsart.com

Leigh Montville has been a sportswriter for all of his adult life. He was a columnist
for the Boston Globe, a senior writer at Sports Illustrated, and has written eight books.
His biographies of Ted Williams, Babe Ruth and Dale Earnhardt have been New York
Times bestsellers. In 2009 he was elected to the National Sportscasters and
Sportswriter Hall of Fame.  

Jonathan Papernick is the author of The Book of Stone, the story collection, There
Is No Other, and the critically acclaimed The Ascent of Eli Israel. He has taught
fiction writing at Brandeis University, Bar Ilan University, Pratt Institute, and Grub
Street. He is currently Senior Writer-in-Residence at Emerson College in Boston. 
www.jonpapernick.com

Adam Reid Sexton is the author of Master Class in Fiction Writing (McGraw-Hill,
2005). His work has been published in the New York Times, the Boston Phoenix, the
Bellevue Literary Review, and Post Road, as well as online. Sexton has taught writing at
Columbia University and NYU. He currently teaches creative writing to undergraduates
at Yale.  www.adamreidsexton.net

Deborah Swiss is the award-winning author of The Tin Ticket: The Heroic Journey
of Australia’s Convict Women and three other nonfiction books. She holds a doctor-
ate from Harvard University and has appeared on The Today Show in the United
States and on ABC Radio across Australia. Her work has been featured in the New
York Times, Time, Fortune, the Wall Street Journal, and the Sydney Morning Herald.
www.deborahswiss.com

John A. Walsh tells stories. Some are told with words; others with pictures. John's
stories are told with both. John is the co-author and illustrator of The Bad Times graph-
ic novel, a story of love and friendship set during the Irish Famine. The President of
Ireland has described The Bad Times as a book that will “bring us deep into the heart
of a tragedy that has left an indelible imprint on Irish society and the Irish people.”
www.Johnawalsh.net 

William Wenthe’s fourth book of poems, God’s Foolishness, will be published by
LSU Press in 2016. He has received poetry fellowships from the National Endowment
for the Arts and the Texas Commission on the Arts, as well as two Pushcart Prizes. His
poems have appeared in Poetry, The Paris Review, The Georgia Review, and Tin
House, and other publications. He teaches creative writing and modern poetry at
Texas Tech University. www.faculty.english.ttu.edu/wenthe

Faculty
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Katie Shea Boutillier is the Rights Director of the Donald Maass Literary Agency. For
her own list, she is looking for women’s fiction, realistic YA, big sweeping love stories, and
quirky narrative non-fiction. She loves novels with big voices, imperfect characters and
storylines that relate to modern issues. www.ksboutillier@maassagency.com

Michael Carr is a literary agent with a background in editing and writing, working from
a home base in New England. He represents writers in a variety of genres with a special
emphasis on historical fiction, mystery, suspense and science fiction. Michael speaks
Spanish and conversational French. Before joining Veritas Literary Agency, he engaged
in professions as diverse as programming simulators for nuclear submarines and
owning an inn in Vermont. www.veritasliterary.com

Kimiko Nakamura is an agent with Dee Mura Literary who represents adult and
young adult fiction. She loves thought-provoking projects that reimagine the possible,
edgy characters unique viewpoints, trailblazing heroines, and anything with elements of
magical realism. www.kimiko@deemura.com

Amaryah Orenstein, founder of GO Literary, a Boston-based boutique agency,
is thrilled to help writers bring their ideas to life. She represents a variety of genres
and is actively seeking works that wed compelling writing with a strong narrative
thrust. She tackles big issues in engaging, accessible, and even surprising ways.
www.go-lit.com

Ammi-Joan Paquette, senior agent with Erin Murphy Literary Agency, repre-
sents children’s and YA literature and has authored many books, including
Princess Juniper of the Hourglass, Ghost in the House, and The Tiptoe Guide to
Tracking Fairies/Mermaids. As an agent Joan is drawn to richly voiced, unforgettable
characters and settings, as well as tightly-paced, well-plotted stories that keep you
guessing until the end. www.ajpaquette.com

Agent Quick Query Critiques:
Do you have a novel submission ready, but you're not sure if your query
letter does the job? Register for an Agent Quick Query meeting to get
professional, face-to-face advice from an agent on the spot.

COST: $25 for CCWC 2016 Conference Registrants. Sign up on page 17.

YOU MUST BE REGISTERED FOR AT LEAST ONE COURSE
AT THE CCWC ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN ORDER TO SCHEDULE AN AQQ CRITIQUE.

WHEN: Thursday, August 4, 6:45 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. Each critique lasts ten (10) minutes.

WHAT: An on-the-spot critique of your query letter or presentation to an agent.

Please note that there are a limited number of slots for each agent. Agents will be
assigned on a first-come, first-served basis, so sign up early! For information about
the agents, please see above biographies.

• Katie Shea Boutillier   • Michael Carr   • Kimiko Nakamura
• Amaryah Orenstein   • Ammi-Joan Paquette

Ticket for the AQQC required for an agent consultation. When assigned, you
will be notified and billed for your session. Your assignment ticket will be
included in your registration packet.
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Manuscript Evaluation/Mentoring
Have you polished the first pages of
your completed manuscript or picture
book and are ready to show agents and
editors? Register for the manuscript
evaluation and receive feedback from
an agent, editor or conference faculty
member. Web presence and social media
mentoring are also available.

NOTE: You must be registered for at least one
course at the 2016 conference in order to schedule
a mentoring session.

The following mentoring options are available:

60 minutes of mentoring and an evaluation of the first 10 pages of your
manuscript. Cost: $150. An amazing opportunity for an expert to analyze
your writing and provide feedback to further your writing skills.

30 minutes of mentoring and an evaluation of the first 3 pages of your writing.
Cost: $75. The perfect choice for receiving feedback on a query letter, book
proposal, poem, essay, or opening page of your manuscript.

Please send your pages in an email attachment
to the CCWC office no later than July 14th
(writers@capecodwriterscenter.org). Pages
must be in Word or RTF format and follow
standard manuscript layout: 12-point type,
double-spaced, with 1” margins. Email only; no
hard copies. Late and incorrectly formatted
manuscripts will not be accepted.

You must indicate your top three choices for mentors
from the list below. Mentors will be assigned on a first-
come, first-served basis, so sign up early. All appoint-
ments must be made through the staff of the CCWC.

Mentors: Barbara Blatner (screenwriting), Katie Shea Boutillier (women’s
fiction, literary fiction, quirky nonfiction), Michael Carr (fiction), Leslie
Fishlock (social media), Kimiko Nakamura (fiction, nonfiction,memoir),
Jacqueline Kolosov (young adult, fiction), Mindy Lewis (memoir, creative
nonfiction), Ron MacLean (mystery/thriller, fiction), Colin McEnroe (humor),
Olivia Miller (creative nonfiction), Lauren Mills (picture books, middle grade
fiction), Leigh Montville (nonfiction,biographies), Amaryah Orenstein (fiction,
nonfiction), Jonathan Papernick
(fiction, flash fiction), Ammi-
Joan Paquette (children, young
adult), Adam Sexton (fiction),
Deborah Swiss (nonfiction),
John Walsh (graphic novels),
William Wenthe (poetry)
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Accommodations
The Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis

Rooms are available at the Resort and Conference Center at Hyannis (35 Scudder Ave., Hyannis, MA
02601) at a special conference rate. Those staying at the hotel may check in after 3 p.m. Check-out time
is 11 a.m. Registrants are not required to stay at the hotel and may seek accommodations elsewhere.

Directions to the hotel and other info:
www.capecodresortandconference.com, 508-775-7775 or 866-828-8259

Airports: Logan Airport (Boston, MA); TF Green Airport (Providence, RI); Barnstable Municipal Airport (Hyannis, MA)
Buses Serving Hyannis Area: Peter Pan Bonanza - 888-751-8800; Plymouth & Brockton - 508-746-0378;
Greyhound - 800-231-2222
Taxis /Limos: Cape Coach Taxi - 508-790-8008, Executive Taxi - 508-776-3379; Town Taxi - 508-771-5555;
Cape Destinations - 866-760-2555; Carriage House Limousine, LLC - 508-432-6996
Car Rentals: Thrifty 508-771-0450; Enterprise 508-778-2205; Budget 508-791-0163

A Young Writers Workshop for poetry and
prose takes place each summer during the
week of the annual conference. Held at a
nearby public school, this weeklong workshop,
made possible through grants and donations,
accommodates approximately 45 young people,
grades 7-12. Parents and families are invited to
attend a student reading and certificate program
at the Resort and Conference Center early
Friday evening.

2016 Young Writers Program Faculty
K.R. (Kate) Conway is the author of the acclaimed Undertow series, which includes
Undertow, Stormfront, Cruel Summer, and True North. She has been a professional
writer since 1999, working as a journalist, editor, and novelist. A Cape Cod native and sea-
glass addict, Kate can be contacted through her website, www.CapeCodScribe.com

John Bonanni serves as founding editor of the Cape Cod Poetry Review. He is
the recipient of a scholarship from the Fine Arts Work Center in Provincetown and
a residency from AS220 in Providence, RI. His work appears in Assaracus, Verse
Daily, CutBank, Hayden's Ferry Review, and the Seattle Review, among others.
www.capecodpoetryreview.com

Mary Richmond, nature columnist for the Cape Codder, Enterprise, and Barnstable
Patriot weekly newspapers since 2001, is also a passionate educator and visual artist,
working with adults, teens and children to help them access their innate talents and cre-
ativity. Richmond teaches classes at Cape Cod art and nature centers regularly.
www.CapeCodArtandNature.com

Young Writers Program



17

Registration or register online at
www.capecodwri terscenter.org

THREE-DAY COURSES (11/2 hours per day, 41/2 hours total) Cost is $135 per course.
Creating Compelling Voice – Jacqueline Kolosov (Fri.-Sun.) 8:30-10:00 $____________
Short Stories – Jonathan Papernick (Fri.-Sun.) 8:30-10:00 $____________
Sports Writing – Leigh Montville (Fri.-Sun.) 8:30-10:00 $____________
Promotion on Social Media – Leslie Fishlock (Fri.-Sun.) 8:30-10:00 $____________
Writing for Change – Phoebe Baker Hyde (Fri.-Sun.) 8:30-10:00 $____________
Plotting Your Story – Ron MacLean (Fri.-Sun.) 8:30-10:00 $____________
Young Adult – Jacqueline Kolosov (Fri.-Sun.) 10:15-11:45 $____________
Recharge Your Creativity – Olivia Miller (Fri.-Sun.) 10:15-11:45 $____________
Memoir – Mindy Lewis (Fri.-Sun.) 10:15-11:45 $____________
Narrative Tension – Jonathan Papernick (Fri.-Sun.) 10:15-11:45 $____________
Scriptwriting – Barbara Blatner (Fri.-Sun.) 10:15-11:45 $____________
Writing Fiction with the Masters – Adam Sexton (Fri.-Sun.) 10:15-11:45 $____________
Omniscient Narrator – Phoebe Baker Hyde (Fri.-Sun.) 1:15-2:45 $____________
Thrillers and Mystery – Ron MacLean (Fri.-Sun.) 1:15-2:45 $____________
Nonfiction – Deborah Swiss (Fri.-Sun.) 1:15-2:45 $____________
Graphic Novels – John Walsh (Fri.-Sun.) 1:15-2:45 $____________
Humor – Colin McEnroe (Fri.-Sun.) 1:15-2:45 $____________
Point of View – Adam Sexton (Fri.-Sun.) 1:15-2:45 $____________
Chapter Book Writing – Lauren Mills (Fri.-Sun.) 3:00-4:30 $____________
Primer on Social Media – Leslie Fishlock (Fri.-Sun.) 3:00-4:30 $____________
Poetry – William Wenthe (Fri.-Sun.) 3:00-4:30 $____________
Dialogue – Barbara Blatner (Fri.-Sun.) 3:00-4:30 $____________

TWO-DAY COURSES (11/2 hours per day, 3 hours total) Cost is $100 per course.
Creative Nonfiction – Mindy Lewis (Fri. & Sat.) 3:00-4:30 $____________
Pitches and Queries – Orenstein/Boutillier/Paquette (Fri. & Sat.) 3:00-4:30 $____________
The Art of the Sentence – William Wenthe (Fri. & Sat.) 4:45-6:15 $____________
Characterization – Michael Carr (Fri. & Sat.) 4:45-6:15 $____________
Flash Fiction – Jonathan Papernick (Fri. & Sat.) 4:45-6:15 $____________
Picture Book Writing – Lauren Mills (Fri. & Sat.) 4:45-6:15 $____________

ONE-DAY COURSES (11/2 hours) Cost is $65 per course.
Your Book’s First Page – Kimiko Nakamura (Fri.) 4:45-6:15 $____________
Get Your Script Produced – Barbara Blatner (Fri.) 4:45-6:15 $____________
Laughter/Stress Reduction – Olivia Miller (Sat.) 4:45-6:15 $____________
Using Magical Characters – Cynthia Gunadi (Sat.) 4:45-6:15 $____________

- You must be registered for a course to participate in either the Manuscript Evaluation and/or Agent Quick Query. -

Mentoring and Manuscript Evaluation Select three possible mentors from the list provided on pg. 14.
60 Minutes (w/ up to 10 pages of manuscript evaluation) $150
30 Minutes (w/ up to 3 pages of manuscript evaluation) $75 $____________

Mentor Name: ____________________________   Mentor Name: ____________________________
FIRST CHOICE SECOND CHOICE

Mentor Name: ____________________________  
THIRD CHOICE

SUBTOTAL: Please bring subtotal to the top of next page $____________

Agent Quick Query, August 4, 2016 at 6:45 p.m Ten minute consultation on your written query with
an agent listed below. Please check your top three choices from the list below. Space is limited. Assignments made
on a first-come, first-served basis. Billed after assignment.
q Katie Shea Boutillier   q Kimiko Nakamura   q Ammi-Joan Paquette   q Michael Carr   q Amaryah Orenstein
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Registration • Page 2

-0-

A minimum down payment
of 50% of the total due is required.

TOTAL BALANCE DUE ON JULY 22, 2016.

YOUR INFORMATION

Name _________________________________ Email ________________________________

Home Phone ___________________________  Cell Phone ___________________________

Street or P. O. Box_____________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code__________________________________________________________

Where did you hear about our conference?_______________________________________
You must be at least 18 years old to attend the conference.

q I will be at least 18 in August 2016.
Paid by: q Check#__________  or  q MasterCard/Visa# ___________________________

Name on Card______________________________________  Exp. Date________________

I authorize CCWC to charge the AMOUNT OF ___________________ to my credit card.

_______________________________________________________
signature

For credit card payments, please complete the information above and mail to address below.
Returned checks or credit cards: $30 penalty.

SUBTOTAL from previous page $_____________

q  Non-member registration fee is $100. $_____________
(No registration fee for members of the Cape Cod Writers Center.)

q  I am a CCWC member who has already paid 2016 CCWC dues. $_____________

q  I will be attending the Saturday Keynote Luncheon ($25/person) $_____________

q  Contribution to Marion R. Vuilleumier Scholarship $_____________

q  Contribution to support the CCWC $_____________

$20 late fee after July 22, 2016 $_____________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $_____________

BALANCE DUE: $_____________

PLEASE NOTE: $100 of the down payment is NON-REFUNDABLE. Registration will close on July 22nd. If you register or add an
additional course after that date, a $20 late fee will be applied. On-site registration for classes/mentoring appointments at the
conference will result in a $30 late fee. NO REFUNDS will be issued for changes or registrant cancellations after July 22, 2016.

CANCELLATION POLICY: CCWC reserves the right to cancel classes if enrollment is inadequate.
Full refunds to registrants for classes cancelled by CCWC.

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Name: _______________________________________  Email: ______________________________________

Daytime phone: _______________________________  Nighttime phone: ____________________________

CAPE COD WRITERS CENTER
P.O. Box 408, Osterville, MA 02655 • 508-420-0200

www.capecodwriterscenter.org • writers@capecodwriterscenter.org 

 



History of the Cape Cod Writers Center

Cape Cod’s magnificent beaches, scenic salt marshes, and quaint villages have
always inspired writers. In late 1962 a group of writers called the Twelve O’Clock
Scholars decided to honor the Cape’s literary tradition by founding the Cape Cod
Writers Center Conference which began in August 1963. Among the earliest

presenters were authors Kurt Vonnegut, Isaac Asimov, Art Buchwald
and Jacques Barzun. Headed by dynamic Cape author Marion
Rawson Vuilleumier, the Cape Cod Writers Center Conference first
convened at the Craigville Conference Center in Centerville.

Over the next decades the Cape Cod Writers Center Conference produced a
literary anthology, A Cape Cod Sampler, and hosted workshops, panels, evening
lectures and manuscript evaluations by distinguished authors, poets, editors and
professors. By the 1980s, Mrs. Vuilleumier and the board of directors had
expanded the Center’s offerings to include a community
television program, Books and the World, a Young Writers
program held during conference week, and a Writers in the
School program. Members also participated in a three-day
literary workshop aboard the Queen Elizabeth 2. Marge
Piercy conducted a workshop in poetry in 1986 and we
were pleased to have her return last year.

Since then, the Cape Cod Writers Center has continued to evolve into a vibrant,
nationally recognized literary organization with monthly meetings, writing work-
shops, scholarships, two youth programs, and a popular summer conference.

Past presenters pictured below: Claire Cook, Malachy McCourt, Lisa Genova,
Andre Dubus III, Meg Wolitzer, Colum McCann, and Jaimy Gordon. Others
included Alicia Anstead, William Martin, Joseph Finder, and Rishi Reddi.

Today the Cape Cod Writers Center includes over 250 members, many of whom
have achieved publication thanks to instruction and inspiration from our author-
teachers, editors and agents. 

The Cape Cod Writers Center

Booklet designed by Nancy Viall Shoemaker 
Photography by Nancy Rubin Stuart, Nancy Viall Shoemaker
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Ira Wood and Marge Piercy
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