
Ready to
finish that book
at last?

Join Jacquelyn Mitchard, bestselling author of 
The Deep End of the Ocean, for a three-day weekend 

of stern facts and sweet inspiration.

 Jacquelyn will help 
you break through the 
barriers and get that 
fiction or nonfiction work 
out there. 
 Packed with real-
world publishing inform-
ation, intense work on 
your own particular 
project, and fellowship 
with a small group of 
other writers, it will be an exhausting time, but great fun. 
You will learn the strategies she has used to write and 
publish books for adults, teens, and children.

April 6-8, 2018
Brewster • Cape Cod, MA

To learn more, contact: Joan Graham
joangraham@capecod.net  •  508-896-5766

FRIDAY, APRIL 6

5 - 7 PM: 
Roadblocks Removed: The ones we create and the ones that 
exist. Setting a new course to completing your book, through 
lecture and discussion.

Dinner: We will share dinner at Cape House, get to know each 
other, and discuss how to apply and make the most of writing 
residencies (for which rules and addresses will be provided).

SATURDAY, APRIL 7

8:30 AM: Continental breakfast

9 AM to noon: 
Structure Considered:  A powerful exercise that will provide a 
road map for completing your narrative.

Individual consultations

Noon to 1 PM: Catered sandwich buffet

1 - 4 PM: 
Structure Reconsidered

Individual consultations 

4 - 5 PM: 
Goodbye to All That: Writing a Symphonic Conclusion 
With samples of great conclusions from acclaimed writers and 
in-class work, we will consider the elements of an ending.

Dinner on your own or with other workshop members

SUNDAY, APRIL 8

8:30 AM: Continental breakfast

9 - 10 AM: 
The Symphonic Conclusion: A Book is Only as Good as its Ending. 
Participants will share conclusions they have crafted and 
discuss the importance of stories that truly end, rather than 
just stopping.

10 - noon: 
The Publication Paradigm: Exploring and exploding the myths 
and realities of publication, from self-publishing to negotiating 
with agents, attending conferences. There will be time to 
answer all of your publishing questions.

Sharing continued contact information, goodbyes

Follow up phone call with Jacquelyn two weeks after the workshop 

Our Weekend Schedule  Jacquelyn Mitchard has written twenty novels for adults, 
young adults, and children, including several New York Times 
bestsellers that have enjoyed critical acclaim, among them 
Great Britain’s Talkabout prize, the short list for the Orange 
Broadband Prize for Fiction, the Shirley Jackson Award and the 
Bram Stoker Award. She also is the author of a memoir, Mother 
Less Child and a collection of The Rest of Us: Dispatches from the 
Mother Ship. Her essays also have been published in newspapers 

and magazines worldwide, are widely 
anthologized, and incorporated into 
school curricula. She served on the 
Fiction jury for the National Book 
Awards, and her first novel, The Deep 
End of the Ocean, was the inaugural 
selection of the Oprah Winfrey Book 
Club, and was later adapted for a 
feature film by Michelle Pfeiffer.

 Her most recent novel, Two 
if By Sea, was praised as “magical, 
compassionate, and impossible to 
put down.” More than 3 million 
copies of her books are in print, in 
36 languages. Mitchard teaches 
fiction and non-fiction in the MFA 
programs at Wilkes University and 
Miami University of Ohio and was 
formerly editor of a realistic YA imprint under the aegis of 
Simon and Schuster. A Chicago native, she lives on Cape Cod 
with her husband and their nine children.



REGISTRATION 
Our workshop will be held April 6 - 8, 2018 

at The Cape Rep Theatre 
3299 Main Street (Rte 6A), Brewster, MA 02631. 
The cost is $500. It is limited to twelve participants. 

Please fill out and return this registration form by March 1st.
Name
Address

Mailing Address if Different

Email
Phone

My check for $250 payable to Jacquelyn Mitchard (50% 
deposit) is enclosed. The balance of $250 is payable April 6th, 
the first day of the workshop. I may cancel by March 15th and 
will be refunded half my deposit ($125.00)

Mail to:  Jacquelyn Mitchard 
337 A.P. Newcomb Road, Brewster, MA 02631

I will email Jacquelyn a 15-page excerpt from my 
manuscript by March 15th to have a one-on-one 20-minute 
personal critique at the workshop.

Email by March 15th to: jgmitchard@gmail.com

Questions?
Contact Joan Graham at 

joangraham@capecod.net or 508-896-5766

Yes, I want to finally finish my book!Bestselling author and MFA professor Jacquelyn 
Mitchard helps writers identify the soul and structure of 
their book projects and streamline a path to completing 
a publishable manuscript – with a focus on navigating 
the realities of today’s publishing climate. Join in a 
friendly community of writers and set your course for 
the spring renewal of your writing life.

• 20-minute one-on-one personal critique of 
15 pages of your manuscript with Jacquelyn 
Mitchard and an individual plan to publish. 
Your individual critique will address the flow of the 
manuscript, the scope of the material, the authorial 
voice, consistency, and any issues of syntax, grammar, 
or usage that could prevent a full realization of 
the concept. A publication plan will comprise the 
strategies for working with an agent, how to achieve a 
professional balance between art and commerce, and 
challenges that can face beginning or veteran writers 
in the rapidly changing world of publishing.  
 

• Follow-up 15-minute phone call with 
Jacquelyn two weeks after the workshop. 
For the follow-up phone call, you’ll be asked to 
prepare a list of questions and comments that arose 
from the work you did at the weekend seminar, and 
to reflect on progress you have made in the interval 
for creating a workable and realistic plan for finishing 
your book. Further consultations and coaching, if 
desired, can be arranged for a separate fee. 

• Take home materials:
 · 100 Great Endings
 · The Perfect Ending (and How to Get There)
 · Actual Query Letters that Brought 

the Writer an Editor
 · Sound Structure
 · Retreats and Residencies: 

Where to Go and How to Get There

Staying over? 
Here are some Brewster lodging suggestions:
Brewster by the Sea 508-896-3910 
Candleberry Inn 508-896-3300 
Captain Freeman Inn 508-896-7481 
Old Sea Pines Inn 508-896-6114 
Sea Meadow Inn 508-896-2223 
The Manse 508-896-3149

The Cape House at The Cape Rep Theatre 
3299 Main Street (Route 6A), Brewster


